
By Allison Nagel, 
Sustainable Solano

SOLANO COUNTY,  CA (MPG) - 
Sustainable Solano is bringing its 
annual Demonstration Food Forest 
Garden tour online this year as an 
interactive talk and virtual tour. Due 
to coronavirus (COVID-19), the non-
profit organization has reimagined 
the tour in a way that allows partic-
ipants to join the talk and experience 
a garden from the comfort of their 
homes.

The event will feature a talk by 
permaculture expert John Valenzuela, 
followed by a short video tour of 
one of Sustainable Solano’s dem-
onstration food forest gardens and 
leaving time for a Q&A session with 

Valenzuela at the end. The event, 
hosted on Zoom, will be open to the 
first 100 people who join that morn-
ing. Everyone who registers will also 
receive a link to the recording of the 
talk and tour after the live event;

The live April 25 talk from John 
Valenzuela of Cornucopia Food 
Forest Gardens will cover permac-
ulture and explore how permaculture 
follows nature as a guide in the gar-
den, our communities and beyond. 
He will plant ideas on what par-
ticipants can do today to begin a 
journey into permaculture and bring 
these concepts into their own gar-
dens. Valenzuela will discuss how 
to design a tree guild of plants that 
work together, the elements of a food 
forest garden, wise sources of water 

and expanding that vision to create 
Resilient Neighborhoods. Together, 
participants will watch a guided 
virtual video tour of a demonstra-
tion food forest garden that shows 
what can be done to create edible, 
waterwise landscapes that support 
communities and provide natural 
habitat. The tour will show how cap-
turing rainwater, roof water and 
greywater from weekly laundry can 
support a garden that works in har-
mony with nature. There will be time 
for a question and answer session at 
the end.

Valenzuela is a horticulturist, con-
sultant and educator. First introduced 
to the sustainable design theories and 
methods of permaculture in 1989, he 

Solano Resource 
Conservation District

DIXON, CA (MPG) - In 
December 2018, The 
Freshwater Trust (TFT), a 
nonprofit freshwater con-
servation and restoration 
organization with offices 
in Oregon and California, 
c o n t r a c t e d  S o l a n o 
Resource Conservation 
District (Solano RCD) to 
create and deliver hands-
on, regionally specific 
groundwater education les-
sons to schools within the 
Solano sub-basin. The sub-
basin consists of a large 
aquifer overlying east-
ern Solano County, where 
much of the region’s 
groundwater is stored and 
used. The success of these 
pilot programs has led 
to a renewed partnership 
between the two organiza-
tions to continue educating 
eastern Solano County 
youth about their local 
freshwater. The program is 
funded by the Department 

of  Water  Resources 
(DWR) Proposition 1 
Sustainable Groundwater 
Planning Grant Program.

“Like a majority of 
Californians, most of the 
communities in eastern 

Solano County rely almost 
exclusively on groundwa-
ter,” shared Allison Martin, 
E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m 
Manager with Solano 
RCD. “When groundwater 
is removed faster than it is 

recharged, or it becomes 
polluted, it is no longer a 
reliable source of water. 
Our goal, along with The 
Freshwater Trust and 
DWR, is to educate the 

Continued on page 6
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Local Students Participated in 
Groundwater Education Series

Dixon High School AP Environmental Science students participate in the Groundwater Game, 
a hands-on simulation created by the Environmental Defense Fund and University of Michigan 
- Taubman College. Photos courtesy of The Freshwater Trust

It's a Food Forest Out There First 
Coronavirus 
Death of a 

Solano County 
Resident

Solano County 
Special Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
Solano County Public Health 
officials confirmed April 
2, 2020,  the first Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
death of a Solano County 
resident. The County res-
ident was 85 years of age 
or older who recently trav-
eled out of the country and 
had multiple severe under-
lying health conditions. 
Solano Public Health will 
not release additional demo-
graphic data about the 
patient, including age, gen-
der or city.

“Solano Public Health 
extends our deepest condo-
lences to the patient's loved 
ones in the wake of this trag-
edy,” says County Health 
Officer Bela Matyas, M.D., 
M.P.H.  “We strongly recom-
mend that all Solano County 
residents, workers, students, 
and visitors take the neces-
sary precautions to protect 
themselves against the novel 
coronavirus. Solano Public 
Health will continue to work 
with local, state, federal 
and community partners to 
prevent future cases and edu-
cate those in Solano County 
about how to avoid contract-
ing COVID-19.”

In Solano County, there 
are 61 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19.  More than 
two-thirds (69 percent) of 
COVID-19 cases are indi-
viduals 19-64 years of age 
and nearly one third of cases 
(31 percent) are age 65 
years and older. Earlier this 
week, Solano County Public 
Health Officials extended 
the County’s shelter at home 
health order and directive 
through April 30, 2020.

Solano Public Health rec-
ommends everyone follow 
these simple, daily social-
distancing and hygiene 
best-practices to help prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 and 
respiratory disease in our 
community, including: avoid 
public gatherings, avoid all 
non-essential travel, keep a 
six-foot distance between 
yourself and others, wash 
your hands often with soap 
and water, stay home when 
you are sick and get a flu 
shot.  For a complete list 
of do’s and don’ts during 
the pandemic, visit https://
Covid19.Ca.Gov.

For more information 
on COVID-19, including 
community resources, num-
ber of COVID-19 cases, 
essential vs. non-essential 
functions, food, employ-
ment ,  hea l thcare  and 
frequently asked questions, 
visit www.SolanoCounty.
com/PublicHealth, call the 
Coronavirus warmline, 
Monday – Friday between 7 
a.m. – 6 p.m. at (707) 784-
8988, email Covid19@
SolanoCounty.com and on 
Facebook at www.Facebook.
com/SolanoCountyPH.  H

This talk and the video tour will launch a series of virtual garden tours from Sustainable Solano. Photo courtest Pixabay
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THE CONSTITUTION 
IS DESIGNED TO 
DEAL WITH THE 
CORONAVIRUS

IS IT AN 
EMERGENCY?
By Dave Ramsey

SO THIS IS HOW 
YOU WANT TO LIVE?
By Mike Ceremello

He is
Risen!

Celebrate Easter

Solano Health Extends 
Shelter at Home Order 
Until April 30, 2020
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S. Todd Comm, DDS
Allison N. Craig, DDS

General Dentistry
Monday - Thursday

Evening  Appointments Available

1300 N. Lincoln St. • Ste. A • Dixon
707.678.9296

Medical Services for the Whole Family
General Medicine • Prenatal Care
Well Baby Care & Immunizations

Employment Physical • Sports Physical
Health Counseling & Education • CHDP Provide

707-635-1600

Community Medical Center

HOURS 8 AM TO 6 PM
Same Day Appointments | Saturday Appointments Available

131 West A Street • Suite 1 • Dixon CA

FUNERAL SERVICES

DENTISTRY

MEDICAL SERVICES

● Computer & Engine
   Diagnostics
● Fuel Injection
● Tune-up

● Smog Repairs
● Brakes
● Timing Belt
● Water Pump

● Air Conditioning
● Factory Maintenance
   30K 60K 90K

390 Industrial Way • Ste. C • Dixon
We Smog Diesels!  • Se Habla Español

AUTOMOTIVE

Dixon Churches InviteDixon Churches Invite
You To WorshipYou To Worship  

105 South 2nd St., Dixon • 707-678-9424
One Church, 221,055 Locations. Join us this Sunday!

Mass Schedule
Saturday

5 pm English - 7 pm Spanish
Sunday

7:00 am, 1:00 & 7:00 pm Spanish
8:30 & 11 am English

Monday - Friday
8:00 am Daily Mass

Bilingual
Thursday 7:00 pm

Holy Hour

Every First Friday of the month, Adoration from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm 
and Bilingual Mass at 7:00 pm

Holy Sacraments 
 Confessions – Sat. 4 pm, before 

Masses or by appt.
Youth & Teen Groups

Youth & Adult Religious Ed
Funerals • Bible Study

www.StPetersChurchDixon.com

Fr. Jose de Jesus Beltran
Parochial Administrator

Deacons 
John Fio, John King,

Bob Ikelman, Daniel Blanton,
Feliz Lupercio

955 East A St. •  Dixon • 707-678-1981
www.dixoncc.org

Rev. Michael Farias, Pastor

Wednesdays Family Night - 7:00 to 8:30 pm
 • Kidz Club • Nursery Care
 • Adult Bible Study
 • Reveal Youth Ministry - 6:30 to 8:30 pm 

The Shepherd’s Closet
Open Third Saturday of the Month 8 to 11 am 

and by Appointment

Sunday Services 10:00 am

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

24 Hour Security Cameras

1800 N. First St. • Dixon
707-693-9200

BOXES & MOVING SUPPLIES

STORAGE

Small Groups meet throughout the week.
Tuesday Children’s Adventure Bay - 6:30 pm

Frank Salamone - Pastor/Teacher
Sheila Dybdahl - Children’s Minister

185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Real Christianity:
An Acts Chapter 2 Church

Acts 2
Sunday - Bible Study 9:00 am • Worship 10:30 am

We Provide:

Hablamos Español

160 N. 1st St. • Dixon
707-678-6991

TAX & FINANCIAL

• Accounting Services
• Income Tax Preparation

• Financial Advising
• Notary

FINANCIAL & TAX SERVICES

WeWe
SupportSupport

OurOur
MilitaryMilitary

Is it an 
Emergency?

Dear Dave,
My husband and I just 

completed Baby Step 3, 
and we have six months 
of expenses saved for an 
emergency fund. How 
should we determine 
when something is actu-
ally an emergency?

– Riley

Dear Riley,

Congratulations on 
doing the work, being 
disciplined, and saving 
like crazy! Now you’ve 
got peace of mind, and 
a pile of cash, that will 
help turn an emergency 
into nothing more than an 
inconvenience.

There’s no shame in 
using your emergency 
fund if you really need 
to. That’s what it’s there 
for. Just remember to ask 
yourself a few questions 
anytime something pops 

up to make sure you’ve 
got a real reason to use it. 

Is the expense really 
unexpected? Christmas 
happens on December 
25th every single year. 
You know your semi-
annual car insurance 
payment is coming, too. 
Make sure things like 
this are part of your reg-
ular, monthly budgets. 
Some examples of unex-
pected expenses might 
be a job loss or pay cut. 
Emergency  med ica l 
expenses and car accident 
repairs might fall into this 
category, as well. 

Is it absolutely nec-
essary? Most people 
say they know the dif-
ference between a want 
and a need, but that’s 
not always the case. 
Replacing your only mode 
of transportation would be 
a need. Upgrading to a 
newer, fancier car is not. 
If your car goes down 
for the count, you need 
transportation. Use your 
emergency fund to buy 
something affordable and 
reliable you can pay cash 
for. But don’t dip into 
it just to upgrade your 
decent car for one with a 
million bells and whistles.

Is it urgent? Practice the 
art of patience whenever 
possible. If your home’s 
air conditioning unit goes 
out in the middle of sum-
mer, that’s probably an 
urgent fix. But hear-
ing about the “sale of the 
century” at your favorite 
retail store? Grabbing the 
newest, hottest cell phone 
when yours works just 
fine? Nope!

Your emergency fund 
is all about long-term 
security, not instant grat-
ification. Don’t blow it 
impulsively, but don’t be 
afraid to use it when it’s 
really needed. Be wise, 
and ask those three ques-
tions. Check yourself so 
you don’t wreck yourself 
– or your budget!

Dave Ramsey is CEO of 
Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-sell-
ing books, including The 
Total Money Makeover. 
The Dave Ramsey Show 
is heard by more than 
14 million listeners each 
week on 600 radio sta-
tions and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave 
on the web at daveramsey.
com and on Twitter at @
DaveRamsey. H

Dave Ramsey Says 

St. Peters Catholic Church News

Solano County Health Officer Extends 
Shelter at Home Health Order and 

Directive Until April 30, 2020
Special Release 

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Solano County 
Public Health officials have extended the 
County's shelter at home health order and 
directive until April 30, 2020, to continue 
directing individuals to stay at home except 
to get food, care for a relative or friend, get 
necessary health care and to engage in essen-
tial activities and work.  The County’s health 
order extension is in line with the Governor’s 
orders, and works to prevent the spread of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) disease in the 
community.

“We extended the shelter at home health 
order and directive to re-emphasize the 
importance that everyone continues to fol-
low self-isolation and social distancing best 
practices,” says County Health Officer Bela 
Matyas, M.D., M.P.H.  “When everyone 
does their part, we help slow the spread of 
COVID-19 disease in Solano County, giving 
our health care providers the time, tools and 
capacity necessary to provide care to those 
who need it most in our community.”

The Solano County health order and direc-
tive, originally issued on March 18, outlines 
essential activities in our community that 
will remain open and operational, including 
government services, healthcare operations, 
grocery stores, agricultural operations, busi-
nesses that provide food, shelter and social 
services to needy individuals, media outlets, 
gas stations, banks and financial institutions, 

service industries, mail, shipping and sup-
plies, laundromats, restaurants that provide 
delivery or drop off services, supply prod-
uct companies, transportation industries, 
professional services and childcare.  All 
non-essential gatherings, including bars, 
nightclubs, wineries, gyms, movie theatres, 
hair and nail salons, entertainment venues 
and restaurants with dine-in options are to 
remain closed until further notice.

Solano Public Health recommends 
everyone follow these simple, daily social-
distancing and hygiene best-practices to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 and respi-
ratory disease in our community, including: 
avoid public gatherings, avoid all non-essen-
tial travel, keep a six-foot distance between 
yourself and others, wash your hands often 
with soap and water, stay home when you are 
sick and get a flu shot.  For a complete list 
of do’s and don’ts during the pandemic, visit 
https://Covid19.Ca.Gov. 

For more information on COVID-19, 
including the shelter at home health order 
and directive, community resources, number 
of COVID-19 cases, essential vs. non-essen-
tial functions, food, employment, healthcare 
and frequently asked questions, visit www.
SolanoCounty.com/PublicHealth, call the 
Coronavirus warmline, Monday – Friday 
between 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. at (707) 784-
8988, email Covid19@SolanoCounty.com 
and on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/
SolanoCountyPH. H

Jesus Christ has risen! After giving over 
His life totally, graciously, humbly for the 
likes of us, and in the most agonizing way, 
the fruit of the Cross redeems the world.

Down through the ages that message 
from the magnificent Christ goes out. He 
has risen! We are Easter people! At St. 
Peters Church and around the world, the 
faithful miss the sacred celebrations of 
Holy Thursday commemorating the wash-
ing of the feet and the Last Supper. We 
miss gathering on Good Friday and pon-
dering in the depths of our hearts Jesus’ 
passion, His agony, and humiliation. “It is 
finished”, He said, dying to save us from 
sin. And then comes the Easter Vigil. How 
we long to hear bells and the awaited 
“Alleluia” sung. When the Liturgy of 
the Word begins, the church lights are 
off and candles held by the gathered are 
lit one after another. How beautiful it is! 

In the meantime, we gratefully continue 
our prayers at home during this health 
crisis. Technology allows us to partici-
pate online with our clergy in Holy Week 
celebrations.

Father Hector celebrates the Saturday 
Vigil Mass in Spanish and English at 
8:15 pm; on Thursday the Lord’s Supper 
Masses are at 6 pm in English, 8 pm in 
Spanish; Good Friday services are 3 pm in 
English, 7 pm in Spanish. Easter Sunday 
Masses are 9 am in English, and 11 am 
in Spanish. Daily Masses continue online 
as well: Saturday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
in English and Wednesday and Friday in 
Spanish. (See www.stpeterschurchdixon.
com)

We praise God for the glorious 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior. We 
are truly blessed with His forgiveness and 
love. Happy holy Easter! God bless all!  H

Our Easter Joy

CALL 916-773-1111 TO ADVERTISE
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California Water Service

Call us for FREE
Water Conservation Information
201 S. First St. • Dixon
707.678.5928

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOPFULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP

Tune Up Your Bike For SPRING!

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

Advertise your
Garage Sale

in the
Local Classified 

Section
Call

916-773-1111

IRS: Employee Retention Credit Available for Many 
Businesses Financially Impacted by COVID-19 

By David A. Tucker II, 
Internal Revenue Service

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (MPG) - The Treasury 
Department and the Internal Revenue Service 
launched the Employee Retention Credit, 
designed to encourage businesses to keep 
employees on their payroll. The refundable 
tax credit is 50% of up to $10,000 in wages 
paid by an eligible employer whose business 
has been financially impacted by COVID-19.

Does my business qualify to receive the 
Employee Retention Credit?

The credit is available to all employ-
ers regardless of size, including tax-exempt 
organizations. There are only two excep-
tions: State and local governments and their 
instrumentalities and small businesses who 
take small business loans.

Qualifying employers must fall into one of 
two categories:

The employer’s business is fully or par-
tially suspended by government order due to 
COVID-19 during the calendar quarter;

The employer’s gross receipts are below 
50% of the comparable quarter in 2019. 
Once the employer’s gross receipts go above 
80% of a comparable quarter in 2019, they 
no longer qualify after the end of that quarter.

These measures are calculated each calen-
dar quarter.

How is the credit calculated?
The amount of the credit is 50% of qual-

ifying wages paid up to $10,000 in total. 
Wages paid after March 12, 2020, and before 
Jan. 1, 2021, are eligible for the credit. 
Wages taken into account are not limited to 
cash payments, but also include a portion of 
the cost of employer provided health care.

How do I know which wages qualify?
Qualifying wages are based on the average 

number of a business’s employees in 2019.

Employers with less than 100 employees: 
If the employer had 100 or fewer employ-
ees on average in 2019, the credit is based 
on wages paid to all employees, regardless if 
they worked or not. If the employees worked 
full time and were paid for full time work, 
the employer still receives the credit.

Employers with more than 100 employees:  
If the employer had more than 100 employ-
ees on average in 2019, then the credit is 
allowed only for wages paid to employ-
ees who did not work during the calendar 
quarter.

I am an eligible employer. How do I 
receive my credit?

Employers can be immediately reimbursed 
for the credit by reducing their required 
deposits of payroll taxes that have been with-
held from employees’ wages by the amount 
of the credit.

Eligible employers will report their 
total qualified wages and the related health 
insurance costs for each quarter on their 
quarterly employment tax returns or Form 
941 beginning with the second quarter. If 
the employer’s employment tax depos-
its are not sufficient to cover the credit, the 
employer may receive an advance payment 
from the IRS by submitting Form 7200, 
Advance Payment of Employer Credits Due 
to COVID-19.

Eligible employers can also request an 
advance of the Employee Retention Credit 
by submitting Form 7200.

Where can I find more information on 
the Employer Retention Credit and other 
COVID-19 economic relief efforts?

Updates on the implementation of this 
credit,  Frequently Asked Questions on Tax 
Credits for Required Paid Leave and other 
information can be found on the Coronavirus 
page of IRS.gov.  H

Governor Newsom Grants Additional 
Relief for Business Taxpayers

California Department 
of Tax and Fee 
Administration Press 
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- In accordance with the 
Executive Order issued 
by Governor Newsom to 
expand tax relief for small 
business taxpayers, the 
California Department of 
Tax and Fee Administration 
(CDTFA) announced today 
that all small businesses 
will have an additional 
three months to file returns 
and pay taxes adminis-
tered by the department. 
Additionally, all businesses 
will have an extra 60 days 
to file claims for refund 
from CDTFA or to appeal 
a CDTFA decision to the 
Office of Tax Appeals.

CDTFA is providing a 
three-month extension for 
a tax return or tax pay-
ment to any businesses 
filing a return for less than 
$1 million in tax. For the 
approximate 99.5% of 
business taxpayers below 
the $1 million threshold 
for their current California 
sales and use tax obliga-
tion, returns for the 1st 
Quarter 2020 will now be 
due on July 31, 2020. The 
same provisions apply to 
the other tax and fee pro-
grams administered by 
CDTFA. Qualifying tax-
payers are not required to 
file a request for extension 

or request relief from 
penalty or interest. This 
automatic extension will 
remain in effect through 
the reporting of taxes and 
fees due on or before July 
31, 2020. 

“This expands on the 
relief previously granted 
to small businesses, giv-
ing them an extra 90 
days to file and pay any 
business taxes and fees 
administered by CDTFA 
without incurring any pen-
alties or interest,” said 
Director Nick Maduros. 
“By including the $1 mil-
lion threshold, we’re able 
to offer much-needed relief 
to small businesses across 
the state while still main-
taining the integrity of 
our local finance system. 
Approximately 55% of the 
sales and use tax collected 
goes back to our cities and 
counties, which count on 
this revenue to provide 
essential public services.”

In addition to the three-
month extension of time 
to file and pay taxes, the 
Executive Order issued 
by Governor Newsom 
last night also provides 
business taxpayers with 
additional time to file 
claims for refund and 
appeals to the Office of 
Tax Appeals. Taxpayers 
looking to make refund 
claims with CDTFA dur-
ing this period will have an 
additional 60 days to file. 
Similarly, taxpayers seek-
ing an appeal of a CDTFA 
tax determination to the 
Office of Tax Appeals will 
have 60 additional days to 
file the appropriate request.

Additional information 
on the relief offered can 
be found at www.cdtfa.
ca.gov/services/covid19.
htm. Taxpayers who need 

additional help or have 
questions are encouraged 
to contact CDTFA by:

Visiting the CDTFA 
website to find answers on 
specific topics; Phoning 
the Customer Support 
Center at 1-800-400-7115 
(Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Pacific Daylight Time, 
except state holidays); 
Calling or emailing a local 
CDTFA office; Emailing or 
chatting with the CDTFA 
regarding their general, 
non-confidential tax ques-
tions; Following CDTFA 
on Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, and Instagram 
for the latest informa-
tion; Watching "How To 
Videos" and other online 
instructional resources; or 
Writing a letter by mail.

To find the latest infor-
mat ion  on  CDTFA’s 
COVID-19 efforts, visit 
www.cdtfa.ca.gov/services/
covid19.htm. For infor-
mation about California’s 
COVID-19 efforts, visit 
covid19.ca.gov.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration (CDTFA) 
administers California’s 
sales  and use,  fuel , 
tobacco, alcohol, and can-
nabis taxes, as well as 
a variety of other taxes 
and fees that fund specific 
state programs. CDTFA-
administered programs 
account for more than $70 
billion annually which 
in turn supports local 
essential services such 
as transportation, public 
safety and health, libraries, 
schools, social services, 
and natural resource man-
agement programs through 
the distribution of tax dol-
lars going directly to local 
communities.  H

Gavin Newsom

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
DIXON POLICE LOG

Wednesday, April 1, 2020
1118 – A Dixon Police Sergeant observed a vehicle drive up on the grass of a residence on the 
800 Block of West A Street. A woman � ed from the vehicle, fell down, and then ran into the 
home. The Sergeant attempted to check on the well-being of the woman and was obstructed 
by the driver of the vehicle. Rudy Richard Castillo of Dixon was transported to the Solano County 
Jail and booked into their custody.

Thursday, April 2, 2020
0847 – A motorist was issued a citation for possession of narcotics and narcotics 
paraphernalia ear the intersection of West A Street and Porter Street.
1300 –  A man entered an empty motel room near the 1300 block of Commercial Way and 
decided to take a shower. Dixon Police O�  cers found the man in the bathtub and arrested 
him for trespassing. He was booked into the Solano County jail for trespassing and narcotics 
charges.
1334 – A theft occurred at a business in the 200 block of East Dorsett. Employees 
attempted to stop the theft and he threatened to shoot the employee. The thief then got 
into a waiting vehicle and � ed. We alerted other local Law Endowment agencies. The 
Fair� eld Police found the vehicle and detained the thieves. The victim was brought to the 
suspects and positively identi� ed them. They were booked into the Solano County Jail for 
robbery, theft, and conspiracy

Friday, April 3, 2020
0014 - Burglary arrest report was taken in the 2000 block of North 1st St. O�  cer’s arrived and 
contacted (S) Mathew Townsend (23) out of Bethel Island. Mathew was arrested for burglary, 
probation violation, and possession of narcotics. Mathew was transported to the Solano County 
Jail and released to their sta� .
0515 –  Found Property report was taken at the intersection of Rehrmann Dr. at Evans Dr.
0606 – Vehicle theft report taken in the 1000 Justin Wy.
1210 – Tra�  c Collision Report taken at the intersection of North 1st St. at North Lincoln St.
1505 – Tra�  c Collision Report taken at the intersection of North 1st St. at East B. St.
1610 – Tra�  c Collision Report taken at the intersection of North 1st St. at Cherry. St.

Saturday, April 4, 2020
0017 – Domestic Violence arrest report was taken in the 600 block of Glenside Dr. O�  cers 
contacted (S) Jimmyray starks (28) out of Dixon. Jimmy was found to be in violation of domestic 
battery and was arrested. Jimmy was transported to the Solano County Jail.
0706 – A stolen vehicle report was taken from the 400 block of Morgan Lane.
1705 – A shoplifting report was taken in the 200 block of E. Dorset Dr. O�  cers
contacted (S) Trenton Valderrama (26) out of Vacaville. Valderrama was arrested for shoplifting 
and transported to the Solano County Jail. 

Sunday, April 5, 2020
0936 – Burglary and auto theft report in the 1400 block of North First Street.
1135 – Information report in the 200 block of East Dorset.
2200 – Information report taken in the 100 block of South 1st Street. 

Monday, April 6, 2020
1142 – Vandalism to a vehicle reported in the 400 block of Ellesmere Drive.
1631 – Death investigation in the 600 block of Cypress St. 
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“OZARK” A TWISTY TALE OF CRIME; 
 “CECIL B. DeMILLE” ON DVD

A Film and TV 
Review by Tim Riley

“Ozark” On Netflix
Sometimes i t ’s  okay 

to arrive late to the party, 
and now that there is more 
time for binge-watching 
TV series, catching up with 
crime drama series “Ozark” 
on Netflix offers up the 
chance for a long-run.

“Ozark,” perhaps because 
of its illicit drug trade milieu, 
has been compared to series 
like “Breaking Bad,” and 
with the Redneck Riviera 
setting of the Lake of the 
Ozarks, maybe it’s a little bit 
more like “Justified.”

Jason Bateman, occasional 
director and star, has taken a 
darker turn than usual in his 
character of Marty Byrde, 
a Chicago financial adviser 
whose wizardry in mov-
ing around large amounts of 
money draws attention from 
the wrong people.

For Marty, the wrong peo-
ple are not just the FBI, 
but the particularly vicious 
Mexican cartel kingpin Del 
(Esai Morales) who has 
entrusted millions of dollars 
in his care, only to discover 
that Marty’s associates have 
been skimming a share of the 
profits.

An ugly fate befalls those 
who get sideways with the 
cartel, and though Marty 
is spared a gruesome ter-
minal outcome, it’s likely 
only because he just might 
be indispensable to making 
things right.

Giving up the gleam-
ing high-rise office and the 
nice suburban home, Marty 
uproots his wife Wendy 
(Laura Linney) and two 
children, Charlotte (Sofia 
Hublitz) and Jonah (Skylar 
Gaertner), for a move to lake-
side living in Missouri.

Convincing the cartel that 
he can launder their drug 
money without drawing sus-
picion from the FBI in the 
Lake of the Ozarks, Marty 
goes about the business of 
looking for businesses that 
are either marginal or fail-
ing where he can pursue his 
trade.

Soon he’s involved with 
Rachel (Jordana Spiro), 

owner of a rundown resort 
motel, acquires a strip club 
by trickery and tangles with 
the conniving Ruth (Julia 
Garner), the sharp young 
member of a family of dead-
beat crooks with designs of 
her own.

There’s also the not-so-
small matter of tension in the 
Byrde family, from the reve-
lation of Wendy’s infidelity to 
the teenage Charlotte’s angst 
and insolence to younger 
Jonah’s strange fascination 
with mutilated animals.

Almost everyone is grap-
pling with demons in 
“Ozark,” from the under-
cover FBI agent monitoring 
the Byrde family who har-
bors secrets that could derail 
his career to a conflicted pas-
tor holding services on the 
lake.

With comparisons to other 
crime dramas, “Ozark” has 
the surface feeling of being 
somewhat derivative, but it’s 
worth hanging in there to see 
if Marty can wiggle his way 
out of inevitable peril.

“The Lost City Of Cecil B. 
Demille” On DVD

Cecil B. DeMille, early 
pioneer of American cin-
ema, gained his directorial 
fame for the epic scale and 
cinematic showmanship of 
his films, most notably in the 
biblical- themed silent films 
“The Ten Commandments” 
(1923) and “The King of 
Kings” (1927).

DeMille obtained pop 
culture status in Billy 
Wilder’s 1950 film “Sunset 
Boulevard,” in which Gloria 
Swanson’s Norma Desmond, 
a demented former silent film 
star dreaming of a triumphant 
return to the screen, utters the 
famous line, “Alright, Mr. 
DeMille, I’m ready for my 
close-up.”

Filmmaker Peter Brosnan, 
passionate in documenting 
an early tale of the famous 
director’s penchant for mas-
sive sets, devoted decades 
to an archeological detective 
story of unearthing the City 
of the Pharaoh in the sand 
dunes of a California beach.

“The Lost City of Cecil 
B. DeMille” has been re-
released on DVD and 

streaming sites to coincide 
with the traditional Easter 
airing on television of “The 
Ten Commandments,” the 
Charlton Heston-as-Moses 
version that remains a popu-
lar Biblical story.

DeMille’s “lost city” 
refers to what Brosnan heard 
about in 1982 from his col-
league Bruce Cardozo. In 
1923, the pioneer film-
maker built the largest set in 
movie history for the silent 
film version of “The Ten 
Commandments” in the sand 
dunes of a California beach.

After the shooting had fin-
ished, the rumor was that 
the film set, which included 
20 sphinxes and four 35-ton 
statues of Ramses, was bur-
ied in the sand dunes of the 
small town of Guadalupe in 
Santa Barbara County.

Nearly sixty years later, 
Brosnan began his quest to 
unearth the remains of the 
Egyptian setting with the 
help of archeologist John 
Parker, who eventually quit 
the project after growing 
weary of permitting snafus.

As narrator, Brosnan 
recounts the annoying red 
tape battles with govern-
ment officials dismissively 
referred to as the “permit 
people” who dithered over 
whether an original exemp-
tion from regulations would 
hold up.

At one point, Brosnan 
is described as having a 
“Captain Ahab-type obses-
sion” in recovering whatever 
artifacts of DeMille’s faux 
Egyptian grandeur would be 
discovered.

In true documentary fash-
ion, Brosnan interviews 
people who were involved in 
different ways with the film 
and still alive to tell the tale, 
including a gentleman who 
was a kid when he snuck on 
to the Paramount lot to wit-
ness how DeMille staged the 
parting of the Red Sea.

For serious film buffs, 
“The Lost City of Cecil B. 
DeMille” also offers a fas-
cinating look at the creation 
of epic films from the sand 
dunes of Guadalupe to loca-
tion shooting in Egypt for 
the 1956 version of “The Ten 
Commandments.” H

Riley Reviews
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Celebrating might be a 
little different this year, but 
this line up of children’s 
books all resonate mes-
sages of joy, happiness, and 
beauty. No matter how you 
celebrate this year, Happy 
Easter from all of us, and 
here’s to hoping everyone 
has a moment to look out-
side and see the beauty that 
surrounds us.

Easter Makes Me Feel 
Robin’s Egg Blue by Patty 
Michaels illustrated by 
Clair Rossiter; Simon 
Spotlight

With the current situa-
tion, this book immediately 
grabbed my attention, how-
ever from the very first line, 
it is apparent that this book 
is about the celebration of 
colors and the way they can 
make you feel. What colors 
remind you of Easter? Is it 
the Robin’s egg blue of the 
sky up above, the blush pink 
of an adorable bunny nose, 
or even the fuzzy, canary 
yellow of a baby chick’s 
feathers? Easter Makes 
me Feel Robin’s Egg Blue 
is a beautiful celebration of 
color, perfectly matched to 
Crayola crayon colors.

Three new board books 
grace the shelves, perfect for 
any little one. Little hands 
get to be part of the adven-
ture as they lift-the-flap, 
or wag-the-tail. Help little 
bunny wag her tail as she 
goes on an adventure to find 
her Easter egg in, Easter 
Bunny, A Wag My Tail 
Book by Salina Yoon. Little 
helpers can also be part of 
the story as they help little 
chick look for his mama, in 
the peek-a-boo adventure, 
Little Chick by Yu-Hsuan 
Huang. Both books are dar-
ling, interactive, and call 

to be to be read over and 
over. With its narrow shape 
and a padded cover, Bible 
Stories For Little Hearts 
shares tiny sized stories with 
adorable and simple illustra-
tions, perfect for little hearts 
everywhere, and small 
hands to hold.

Hundred Feet Tall by 
Benjamin Scheuer and 
Jemima Williams

When bunny finds a lit-
tle seed, he picks it up and 
brings it home, promising 
to help it grow. With a little 
love, light, and patience, a 
stalk begins to grow up, and 
roots start to grow down, 
with it’s promise that one 
day, “I’ll stand at a hundred 
feet tall.”

Watch the journey as a 
small seed grows up to be 
a giant tree in this adorable 
tale that teaches valuable 
messages, alongside a car-
ing and watchful bunny 
family that is also growing. 
With words of affirmation 
and positivity, this book 
shares a resounding message 
that “you’re never too small 
to make a big difference.”

Celebrate the outdoors 
with Beehive by Jorey 
Hurley and A Way with Wild 
Things by Larissa Theule 

and Sara Palacios. Readers 
will be able to explore the 
world of bees in Beehive as 
they learn about the cycle 
of making honey, along-
side beautiful illustrations 
and one-word simplicity. 
A book for beginning read-
ers and nature lovers. Poopy 
feels most comfortable in 
nature amongst the friendly 
flutter of dragonfly wings, 
the singing of cicadas, and 
the tickling crawling of the 
ladybugs. Some people call 
her a wallflower, and she is 
ok with that. When Poppy is 
around people, she prefers 
to be perfectly camouflaged 
into the background. Then  
one afternoon,  Poppy 
notices a dragonfly, and in 
the middle of the party, she 
makes a noise. When every-
one turns to look, Poopy 
feels scared, but her spe-
cial friend gives her strength 
and comfort when she 
needs it the most, showing 
everyone that Poppy isn’t 
a wallflower, but a beauti-
ful and unique wildflower. 
Adorable, in every way, 
Poppy will wind her way 
into any reader’s heart, 
giving strength, comfort, 
and confidence to anyone 
who is a little shy.  H
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MUSINGS
By Mike Ceremello

So This Is How You Want To Live?
Points To Consider

Commentary 
 by Mike Ceremello

It looks like no one can 
get beyond the flu.  This 
is all that is talked about 
day and night, seven days 
a week, and politicized on 
top of its misnomer label 
of pandemic.

Let’s get past the sea-
sonal aspect, the lethal 
potential, and the impact 
on our medical system.  
As I am not the typical 
sheep even while living in 
Lambtown, USA, other-
wise known as Dixon, I try 
to not be inhibited by the 
panic and foolishness of 
others.  I am not into lick-
ing doorknobs or my hands 
after touching one.  A little 
common sense goes quite a 
ways.

There are writers out 
there, ones who continue 
to promote this fallacy 
much as they promote 
global warming, cooling, 
or climate change (your 
choice), who are say-
ing to look at what social 
distancing has done for 
those of us in California 
and Washington.  This 
one writer was comparing 
California to New York, 
Connecticut and New 
Jersey.

Maybe Los Angeles 
and San Francisco might 
have similarities but most 
of California is quite 
spread out geographically 
although the world gov-
ernment planners would 
love to have all of us living 
in packed quarters.  There 
is a reason there are very 
few cases in the Central 
Valley except for maybe 
Sacramento.

The brilliant conclusion 
of the author is sheltering 
in place and social dis-
tancing is working.  Well 
no kidding.  If you don’t 
come in contact with any-
one at all, what would 
you expect?  This junior 
Einstein is another main-
s t ream media parrot 
pushing you toward being 
a big government sup-
porter and pawn no matter 
what they want to do.

To demonstrate my point 
about the panic-demic, fol-
low the herd mentality, 
grocery stores and other 
“essential services” have 
joined the bleating poli-
ticians being advised by 
doomsayer doctors in cov-
ering their reputations.  Go 
to Walmart to see where a 
little power goes.

We all used to be able 
to walk right into the 
store using either of two 
entrances.  Now these 
geniuses have blocked off 
one, put grocery carts out 
with “caution” tape strung 
in between them, and are 
forcing people to enter this 
“aisle” which starts at the 
closed entrance then walk 
the length of pavement to 
the one exit door entrance 
to the facility.  By the way, 

the lane is marked with 
blue tape every six feet.

When I got there, no 
one was walking in the 
lane.  I asked one of the 
two individuals guarding 
the entrance, “so I have to 
go all the way around?”, 
while figuring I could just 
duck under the ribbon.  Of 
course he said “yes” so I 
got my cardio exercise for 
the day and asked another 
employee at the closed 
entrance why this was 
being done.  “Social dis-
tancing” was the answer.  
Social distancing from 
whom, as no one else was 
entering?

Next example, Costco.  
The store is limiting the 
amount of people who can 
enter at one time.  They 
don’t limit how long the 
line is waiting to go into 
the store or how close you 
are together, either in your 
party or as a congregation.  
They are spraying the han-
dle area of their carts with 
who knows what toxic 
chemical.

What both of these 
stores are missing is the 
fact that customers handle 
product and many times 
put what they don’t want 
back.  It’s bad enough that 
toilet paper and sanitizing 
products are still miss-
ing, but tell me why they 
refuse to take your mem-
bership card to scan it if it 
has been in your purse or 
wallet?  You touched it.  I 
touched my money too.  
So how does it get in their 
cash register?

If you want to know 
where the Left really wants 
to go with all of this, try 
listening to CBS radio 
at 910 on the AM dial or 
KGO.  “We can’t have vot-
ing at polling places.  This 
needs to be a mail in bal-
lot election only.”  Only 
have one question for you 
and that is who cheats or 
wants to cheat during elec-
tions more, Republicans or 
Democrats?

Why is it Democrats 
don’t want voter ID and 
one vote per person?  How 
is it discriminatory to 
assure that you are enti-
tled to vote and you aren’t 
voting for someone else?  
Similar to “ballot harvest-
ing,” which the Leftist 
unions did to rid California 
of its last conservative 
enclaves such as in Orange 
County, sending ballots to 
families allows one polit-
ically involved person to 
make the choice for all 
who would just sign their 
ballot and turn them over 
to him or her.

So I have discussed 
the up close and personal 
aspect of altering every 
day life and looked at one 
point of concern for taking 
control of our government, 
a government which is 
aiming at controlling even 
more of our freedom and 
choices.  It isn’t like this 

is the first or last time the 
flu bug will hit during a 
winter.  Remember, these 
are the same people who 
touted Ebola, Swine Flu, 
West Nile virus all as pan-
demics which never came 
to fruition.  By the way, the 
flu always spreads world-
wide so what is so different 
now?

I find it interesting that 
the next wave of those who 
want to govern can say 
with a straight face “in lib-
erty” as a sign off to a letter 
to the editor which demon-
strates “moderation” as the 
Devil’s tea.  Attempting to 
find logic in the creation 
of a local fine structure as 
an alternative to fine and/
or imprisonment for com-
mitting a misdemeanor as 
defined by the county, a 
misdemeanor by the way 
which is unconstitutional 
on its face and perpetrated 
by unelected bureaucrats, 
somehow leaves me aghast 
at the mental corruption of 
our youth.

Why is it that few politi-
cians can grasp that taking 
away the First Amendment 
right, “… the right of the 
people peaceably to assem-
ble …” is illegal for any 
reason without the declara-
tion of martial law?  This 
is the reason we continue 
to hear confusing debate as 
to whether these orders or 
mandates are such or sim-
ply suggestions.  Those 
who really understand the 
law and the rule of law see 
this clearly.

I will continue to sug-
gest to you to use your 
head and the legal excuses 
within the so called orders.  
It is unfortunate that those 
in business are being 
forced, at the point of a 
gun, to shut down their res-
taurants or bars.  In New 
York we already saw a 
mayor tell his citizens how 
big of a soft drink they can 
purchase.  We have seen 
government telling us what 
light bulbs we can use and 
the types of toilets we can 
flush.  We aren’t on a slip-
pery slope.  We are buried 
in its much half way down.

Being the rebel that I 
am, it might seem odd that 
I will comply with the sug-
gestion to wear a mask.  I 
have one all picked out.  
It is a Guy Fawkes’ mask.  
The vendetta I have is 
against tyrannical govern-
ment no matter who is in 
charge of it, a boy wonder 
or the one who demon-
strates what happens when 
you can’t “… keep your 
head when all about you 
are losing theirs and blam-
ing it on you”.  Yes, I 
didn’t miss the denunci-
ation of those of us who 
would willfully, “flagrantly 
and repeatedly” violate 
an unconstitutional order 
which is not a law.

Where is John Galt when 
you need him?  He sure as 
hell isn’t living in Dixon. H

Commentary by 
Harold Pease Ph. D.

I  taught  the  U.S. 
Constitution and Current 
Events  s imul taneous 
at the college level for 
forty years using the 
Constitution as written 
in solving controversies 
or problems—so well 
designed was it.  Students 
q u i c k l y  d i s c o v e r e d 
tha t  there  were  no 
issues that could not be 
resolved.  So how should 
the Coronavirus cri-
sis be resolved under 
the Constitution?  States 
would be taking the lead.

The overall principle of 
free government and the 
Constitution as written is 
to never elevate to a higher 
level that which can be 
resolved at a lesser level.  
Problem solving should 
begin with the individual 
and proceed in sequence 
from him to the family, 
city, county, and state and 
elevated only if a lower 
level of government could 
not do it.  Outside the fam-
ily all are elected, can tax 
for its needs, and each is 
reasonably accessible to 
the individual.  Who says 
government further away 
and less accessible per-
forms better or is freer?

Notice in the prob-
lem solving sequence 
the federal government 
was not included.  In the 
Constitution this was pur-
poseful.  States were 
sovereign outside foreign 
policy.  The states were 
required to be republics 
(Article IV, Section 4) and 
were independent of the 
federal government except 
for the powers given it 
listed in Article I, Section 
8, Clauses 1-18; essen-
tially the power to tax, pay 
the debts, and provide for 
the general welfare and 
common defense—the 
last two limited by eight 
clauses each.  All other 
authority not specifically 
identified by amendment 
was left to the states as 
per Amendment 10.  “The 
powers not delegated to 
the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohib-
ited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the 
people.”  

We live under two polit-
ical systems: one (federal) 
centered on foreign affairs, 

the other (states) primar-
ily domestic.  It’s called 
Federalism, the two share 
power, neither subser-
vient or above the other 
and each with separate 
duties; like a good mar-
riage, a team.  This is why 
President Donald Trump 
has been encouraging 
more state involvement.  
Federal involvement in 
our lives is supposed to be 
minimal.

The advantages of fed-
eralism are enormous.  
States serve as laboratories 
of experimentation.  States 
look to sister states for 
models and borrow from 
them in refining their own 
programs.  These places 
of experimentation benefit 
everyone.

In the case of the Wahun 
China Virus (coronavirus), 
the federal government, 
led by Trump, controls 
the border under common 
defense—those coming 
in.  Trump is not consti-
tutionally empowered to 
mandate national behav-
ior.  Constitutionally states 
have borders and man-
age themselves.  Taxing 
powers enable them to 
fund anything they wish 
and governors have broad 
powers to experiment, or 
not, on different solutions.  

N e v a d a  g o v e r n o r 
threatened doctors using 
hydroxy-chloroquine in 
the treatment of the virus, 
others encouraged its use.  
The virus apexes in dif-
ferent places at different 
times more especially in 
crowded areas and summer 
(getting outdoors) comes 
earlier in southern states.  
Each state would decide 
what measures were best 
suited for them regarding 
“shelter in place” or when 
to return to work.  Trump, 
or Congress, would have 
little to do with these 
decisions.

As of March 25, 2020, 
New York had 10 times 
the number infected com-
pared to the next in line 
state New Jersey, and 15 
times the number of third 
in line California.  New 
York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo quickly developed 
a plan of action to slow 
the virus and simultane-
ously ramp up the beds, 
staff, and equipment.  He 
initiated “mandatory play-
ground social density,” and 
no close contact sports.  
He also sought dormitories 
and former nursing homes 
to facilitate more hospital 
beds.  

Moreover, he expressed 
some unique ideas as well, 
such as splitting ventila-
tors (for two beds instead 
of one) and developed a 
“surge healthcare force” 
of retired nurses and doc-
tors, hopefully 40,000 
strong, as a backup for 

tired healthcare work-
ers.  He created a Mental 
Health Professionals Sign 
up Program together with 
a Hot-Line.  He suggested 
a “rolling deployment” 
of equipment and prac-
titioners serving New 
York first then “rolling” 
to different hot spots as 
each state enters its apex.  
Federalism was exercised 
as 49 other governors 
did similarly rather than 
dump all responsibility on 
Trump.

U n d e r  F e d e r a l i s m 
states have the responsi-
bility to be prepared for 
emergencies and have 
in place their own pro-
grams of assistance and 
funding.  But Governor 
Cuomo, although com-
mendably now doing 
something, should have 
planned for this predicted 
emergency his first term 
in office rather than his 
third.  Ventilators, masks, 
and reserve funding for 
emergencies, plus a plan 
for reserve medical staff, 
should have already been 
in place.  They weren’t!  
In emergencies when 
states do not perform their 
responsibilities they force 
power to the next level of 
government as was such 
in this case.  Trump had 
to provide ventilators, a 
medical ship, and build 
three makeshift hospitals 
in Central Park at federal 
expense.

A l t h o u g h  t h e 
Constitution is designed to 
deal with the Coronavirus, 
s ta tes  have a l lowed 
themselves to become sub-
servient and wards of the 
federal government.  They 
now hold “alms bowl in 
hand” begging the fed-
eral government to do 
things for them.  They 
allow whomever is pres-
ident to have power over 
them.  Many states have 
larger populations than 
many countries and have 
their own tax base and 
authority.  Fumbling this 
responsibility should never 
happen.  Constitutionally, 
once the borders are 
secure, under Federalism 
50 governors should be 
on the front lines ahead of 
Donald Trump.

Dr. Harold Pease is a 
syndicated columnist and 
an expert on the United 
States Constitution. He 
has dedicated his career 
to studying the writings of 
the Founding Fathers and 
applying that knowledge to 
current events. He taught 
history and political sci-
ence from this perspective 
for over 30 years at Taft 
College.  Newspapers 
have permission to pub-
lish this column. To read 
more of his weekly arti-
cles, please visit www.
LibertyUnderFire.org  H
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sub-basin’s future stewards on why they 
should conserve and protect this resource 
for themselves and for future generations.”

Martin also designed and delivered 
the groundwater lessons to nine classes 
across Dixon, Rio Vista, and Vacaville. 
More than 300 students participated in 
the program, including 95 fourth and fifth 
graders in Rio Vista, 115 seventh graders 
in Vacaville, and 97 high school students 
in Dixon. Solano RCD plans to engage 
more than 600 students in the program in 
the 2020-2021 school year as well as con-
duct additional outreach with the general 
public.

The Solano sub-basin is a part of the 
Sacramento Valley groundwater basin 
and is located mostly within Solano 
County. Underlying the cities of Dixon, 
Rio Vista, and parts of Vacaville, it is reg-
ularly pumped for local agricultural and 
municipal uses. The State of California 
identified the Solano sub-basin as medium 
priority, thus making it subject to the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA), passed in 2014. SGMA is 
legislation requiring those that are subject 
to it to implement monitoring and sus-
tainable groundwater management action. 
Learn more about the Solano sub-basin’s 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan develop-
ment at solanogsp.com.

The need for the Solano sub-basin edu-
cation program was initiated in 2018 

when DWR awarded TFT a $490,000 
Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant 
to engage disadvantaged communities in 
plans for sustainably managing the state’s 
groundwater resources. Disadvantaged 
communities are defined by the state of 
California as those where incomes are less 
than 80% of the state’s median household 
income and severely disadvantaged com-
munities are those where incomes are less 
than 60% of the state’s median household 
income. Based on 2010 US Census data, 
several communities within Vacaville, 
Dixon, and Rio Vista meet that criteria.

Solano RCD is a non-regulatory spe-
cial district to the state of California 
with goals to protect and enhance Solano 
County’s watershed resources through 
education, restoration, and water quality 
management. Its award-winning water-
shed education program currently serves 
7,500-10,000 Solano County K-12 stu-
dents annually through a suite of hands-on 
environmental education lessons and field 
trips. Learn more at solanorcd.org.

The Freshwater Trust is a 501(c)(3) 
organization working to protect and restore 
freshwater ecosystems in California and 
Oregon. The organization focuses its work 
in California on the Central Valley, to meet 
the challenges around groundwater sus-
tainability, surface water management, and 
sustaining agricultural productivity in this 
watershed. For more information on TFT, 
visit www.thefreshwatertrust.org.  H

has studied, practiced and taught permac-
ulture in Hawaii, Washington, Costa Rica 
and throughout California. His special 
interests are rare fruit, home gardening, 
trees, traditional agriculture, plant propa-
gation and ethnobotany.

This talk and the video tour will launch 
a series of virtual garden tours from 
Sustainable Solano. The organization will 
post virtual tours of demonstration food 
forest gardens throughout the county. 
Each garden is a unique experience: some 
are compact front yards, others are on a 
slope, some share space with animals and 
small children, some are allowed to grow 
without restriction, while others are more 
manicured. They all are lush, food-pro-
ducing gardens that are fed by secondary 
water sources (laundry-to-landscape grey-
water and rainwater) that offer inspiration 
for home gardens!

John Valenzuela’s talk is sponsored by 
Republic Services; the tour and Solano 
Sustainable Backyards program are made 
possible by the generous support of the 
Solano County Water Agency.

Sustainable Solano,  ht tp: / /sus-
tainablesolano.org/ is a countywide 
nonprofit organization that is dedicated 
to “Nurturing Initiatives for the Good of 
the Whole.” The organization, now in its 
second decade, brings together programs 
that support and sustain one another and 
the Solano County community. Initiatives 
include sustainable landscaping, local 
food, resilient neighborhoods, sustaining 
conversations and community gardens.

About the Tour: Virtual Demonstration 
Food Forest Garden Tour & Talk at 
10-11:45 am Saturday, April 25.

Participants must register to get the 
Zoom link. Register at: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/virtual-demonstra-
tion-food-forest-garden-tour-talk-tick-
ets-90835089197

For more information visit:
Solano Sustainable Backyards: 

http://sustainablesolano.org/
solano-sustainable-backyard/

John Valenzuela: https://cornucopia-
foodforest.wordpress.com/about-2/

Resilient Neighborhoods: http://sustain-
ablesolano.org/resilient-neighborhoods/ H

Continued from page 1

EASTER HOPE
Easter is almost here. 

Normally we would be 
getting ready with Easter 
baskets and all the goodies 
that go into it. And off the 
kids go for the Easter egg 
hunt. This year will be very 
different! But now is the 
time to think even bigger 
than the fun part of Easter. 
We are facing a pandemic 
that we have never expe-
rienced before, and it is 
frightening to see that peo-
ple do some of the strangest 
things like hoarding toilet 
paper and paper products 
among other items. We 
need to slow down and take 
a closer look at what it all 
means.

Easter is a time for resur-
rection and new birth. We 
color eggs at Easter, right? 
In Christian times, the egg 
was the symbol of new life 
as a chick might hatch from 
the egg. What about the 

Easter lily? For Christians, 
the Easter lily is used in a 
positive sense and repre-
sents Christ’s resurrection. 
It speaks of innocence and 
purity being untainted by 
the world. We have Ms 
Thomas P Sargent to thank 
for the beautiful white 
Bermuda lily that blooms in 
the springtime. The bunny? 
Well, it’s cute and cuddly! 
Isn’t that enough?

So much for the stuff 
that makes Easter what it 
has been, a party. Maybe 
it’s time to get back to the 
roots of Easter and the 
passion. We bring on the 
sadness of Good Friday and 
look to the resurrection on 
Sunday. Why can’t we use 
that template for what is 
happening today. We are 
in a time of fear and anx-
iety and sadness over the 
CoVid19, better known as 
the coronavirus. Yes, we 
have to be careful taking 
all the precautions we hear 
from those in the know. But 
that does not mean we sep-
arate ourselves from the 
spirit inside us. We may 
have to stay six feet away 
from each other, but our 
hearts still beat as one with 

compassion for all those 
who are suffering. And yes, 
there will come a day when 
this too shall pass and so 
the resurrection of life. So 
take this time to reflect on 
what life is all about. Take 
time to laugh and smell 
the flowers literally and 
figuratively.

Since we have to spend 
more time at home, reach 
out to someone you haven’t 
spoken to for a while. Let 
them know you are think-
ing about them and care. 
And yes, pick up a phone 
or cell phone to do it. A 
text is just not the same. 
A friendly voice can make 
such a big difference in 
calming the fear we face. 
When you are out and 
about (limited of course), 
you can still smile from six 
feet away. That smile can 
go a long way to realize 
we are all in this together. 
We will overcome this 
virus. But please, let’s not 
be so isolated that we for-
get we are still one. Think 
love and a new beginning. 
Prayers and Blessings to 
you all.

HAPPY EASTER!!! H 

POPPOFF!  

with Mary Jane Popp

Are Locked-Down Small Business 
Owners Committing Financial Suicide?
Commentary from 
SaveCalifornia.com

Small business owners, 
will you defend your God-
given rights?

If the always-paid gov-
ernment  bureaucracy 
wanted to kill off capital-
ism, they’re not wasting 
this opportunity. For every 
day, small businesses fail 
because they “aren’t open.” 
Yet if you stay closed like 
the government wants, you 
might be committing finan-
cial suicide. Ask yourself 
– how long can you go 
without income?

Small business owners 
shouldn’t be overly-afraid 
of the government. Have 
you heard of a single busi-
ness owner in America 
being fined for stay-
ing fully open during the 
virus scare? I haven’t. And 
so what if you’re fined? 
Wouldn’t a couple hundred 
dollars be a small price to 
pay compared to all the 
value you’ll receive by 
staying open?

And consider the vari-
ous “bugs” that can be on 
every public door handle 
– whether it's coronavirus, 
the flu, stomach flu, strep 
throat, pink eye, or the 
common cold. Which is 
why small business owners 
who are "open for busi-
ness" should exercise (and 
require from their custom-
ers) an improved level of 
good hygiene.

W h a t ’s  m o r e ,  t h e 
“cure” for COVID-19 

might already be here. 
On Sunday, the FDA 
approved the anti-malaria 
drug hydroxychloroquine 
sulfate and chloroquine 
phosphate. Millions of 
doses are being donated to 
the nation's hospitals right 
now. 

Is the COVID-19 lock-
down overki l l?  One 
decade ago, America had 
another epidemic. But 
the 2009-2010 swine flu 
occurred when there was 
a Democrat in the White 
House, who the Big Media 
protected, and the opposi-
tion party Republicans did 
not politicize the virus. 

Yet the death toll was 
higher than (or some might 
argue, similar to) COVID-
19. “According to the CDC 
from April 2009 to April 
2010 there were about 60.8 
million cases of the swine 
flu with 12,469 deaths in 
the United States. Unlike 
COVID-19, swine flu 
targeted the younger popu-
lation, who health officials 
said had little to no exist-
ing immunity.” Source

Yet now we have a 
Republican president, 
who the Big Media hates, 
and who the opposition 
party Democrats seem 
to blame for everything. 
They unsuccessfully tried 
to oust him twice. Is it the 
Big Media's turn to defeat 
Trump by eliminating his 
booming economy?

We are now at a point 
where the cure is worse 
than the disease. As R. 

Emmett Tyrrell Jr. wrote 
a week ago: “... we need 
not destroy our econ-
omy over this pandemic ... 
The state we had arrived 
at by last weekend was 
explained cogently by 
Bob Luddy, the CEO and 
founder of CaptiveAire, in 
The American Spectator 
on Monday. He wrote: 
“Our leaders are creat-
ing an economic crisis 
and a major national secu-
rity risk with limited data. 
The cure is far worse than 
any perceived impact by 
COVID-19.”

For small business own-
ers, and workers who’ve 
been laid off without 
pay, the big question is 
how much more financial 
bleeding can you stand? 
Consider that big stores 
like Wal-Mart and Target 
haven’t closed. So why 
must you?

For the sake of your 
constitutional rights, your 
God-given ownership 
rights, your family, and 
your in-born need to suc-
ceed, I encourage you to be 
“open for business,” along 
with taking wise steps of 
good hygiene. Don’t let the 
establishment destroy your 
livelihood!

“You shall not steal ... 
You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you 
shall not covet your neigh-
bor's wife, nor his male 
servant, nor his female 
servant, nor his ox, nor his 
donkey, nor anything that 
is your neighbor’s.”  H

The problem was Mrs. 
Doc, you see. Oh, don’t mis-
understand. She’s a perfectly 
wonderful lady and we all 
think the world of her, and 
as far as we know she has 
yet to burn down a house or 
start a war or anything.

The problem is, we don’t 
know her first name.

If you just come out and 
flat ask her, she’ll smile and 
say, “Well, don’t you think 
Mrs. Doc is a nice name? 
I’ve had it for a long time 
now.” But I guess there’s 
something deep inside us 
that hates a vacuum … a 
vacuum of knowledge, that 
is. We’re still curious about 
exactly where Old Man 
Jenkins’ cabin is, for exam-
ple. While he was alive, 

we never thought to bug 
him about where he lived, 
because we also cherish a 
man’s right to privacy. But 
Jenkins died on one of his 
trips to town, and we still 
didn’t know where his cabin 
was.

So that began a number 
of semi-serious expeditions 
into our nearby mountains 
to try and solve the mystery. 
Hasn’t happened yet, but 
there’s always hope deep in 
the souls of true explorers.

And so it is with Mrs. 
Doc. She introduced herself 
to all of us as Mrs. Doc, and 
… as wife of our local saw-
bones … she automatically 
deserves respect, even if that 
respect means maintaining a 
mystery.

But in a way, Mrs. Doc 
has added something tangi-
ble to our little society here 
in Home Country, because 
if we should ever falter for a 
subject of intense discussion, 
we have her first name to fall 
back on.

Doc’s a true pal, of 
course, but there’s no way 
he’d betray his missus on 
this. We did ask him one 
time if he actually knew 
her first name. He gave us 
the strangest look and said, 
“What do you think? I met 
this girl in college named 
Mrs. Doc and asked her to 
marry me?”

The speculation has run 
the gamut of everything 
from her having a first 
name meaning a poisonous 
flower, to body parts, bat-
tleships, national parks, and 
disastrous storms. If we did 
accidentally trip over her 
real name, neither she nor 
Doc would confirm it.

So while we’re looking 
for Jenkins’ cabin, we can 
contemplate that very nice 
lady … Mrs. Doc.

Brought to you by Slim’s 
next book, which isn’t fin-
ished yet and doesn’t have a 
name, but you’ll sure need 
one because the words are 
spelled right. H

“Well, don’t you think 
Mrs. Doc is a nice name? 

Slim Randles’ HOME COUNTRY

Advertise in 
your Local 
Community 
Newspaper

Call

916-773-1111

It's a Food Forest Out There

The organization, now in its second decade, brings together programs that support and sustain 
one another. Photo courtesy Pixabay

Continued from page 1

Local Students Participated in 
Groundwater Education Series
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Social Security Matters

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My daugh-
ter had menial jobs - part 
time - here in the USA 
during high school and 
college but shortly after 
college moved to South 
Korea to teach English. 
After 8 years there she will 
be going to Belgium and 
getting married. She will 
be living there and work-
ing there. Will she ever 
have access to any Social 
Security benefits? Signed: 
Interested Father

Dear Interested Father: 
It will depend upon how 
many U.S. quarter-cred-
its your daughter has 
from her work here in 

the U.S. The U.S. has 
b i la te ra l  agreements 
(known as “Totalization 
Agreements”) with both 
South Korea and Belgium 
(and 24 other countries) 
and these agreements 
allow someone who has 
worked in both the U.S. 
and another country to 
aggregate their credits 
from both to qualify for 
U.S. benefits (and vice 
versa). But your daughter 
will need to have earned 
at least 6 U.S. credits 
from working in the U.S. 
in order for her credits 
from either South Korea 
or Belgium (or both) to 
be counted under the 
Totalization Agreement, 
thus entitling her to U.S. 
Social Security benefits. 

The U.S. requires a 
minimum of 40 total quar-
ter-credits to be eligible 
for Social Security ben-
efits. If your daughter 
has at least 6 U.S. credits 
now and can get enough 
additional credits via the 
Totalization Agreements 
to achieve minimum 40 
required, then she may be 
eligible for at least a small 
U.S. Social Security bene-
fit when she is 62.

Since you say your 
daughter had only “menial 
part time” jobs here in the 
U.S., key for her to even-
tually get benefits will be 
if she has worked enough 
in the U.S. to earn at least 
the 6 credits which will 
allow her to take advan-
tage of the Totalization 
Agreements and meet 
basic eligibility for Social 
Security. FYI, Social 
Security credits are based 
upon how much is earned 
each year, and the amount 
required for a credit var-
ies annually. A maximum 
of 4 credits can be earned 
each year - for example, in 
2020 a credit is given for 

each $1410 earned, up to 
a maximum of 4 credits 
per year ($5640 in annual 
earnings). Essentially, if 
your daughter had at least 
the minimum earnings for 
1 ½ years of U.S. employ-
ment to earn 6 credits, she 
could eventually use the 
Totalization Agreements 
to become eligible for 
U.S. Social Security 
benefits. 

I suggest that your 
daughter contact Social 
Security and ask how 
many quarters of credit 
she now has under the 
U.S. Social Security sys-
tem. If she already has 
the minimum 6 needed 
to eventually qualify 
under the Totalization 
Agreements, she may be 
entitled to a small SS ben-
efit when she becomes 
age-eligible (62). But 
remember, even if she 
qualifies for a U.S. Social 
Security benefit, it will 
be based upon her min-
imal U.S. earnings; her 
foreign earnings won’t be 
used when computing her 
U.S. benefits. Be aware 
also that if she also earns 
a pension from either 
South Korea or Belgium 
(or both), any U.S. Social 
Security benefit she may 
eventually get would be 
affected by the Windfall 
Elimination Provision 
(WEP) which reduces 
the SS benefit of anyone 
with a pension from work 
which did not contribute 
to U.S. Social Security.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Associa t ion  (NSSA) . 
NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website or  
email us. H

About Working Overseas 
and Earning U.S Social Security

LEGAL
ADVERTISING
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Tax Services

Work Wanted

          M P G  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

Wanted

GOT LOCAL NEWS?
Call 916-773-1111

School Real Estate

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home!  Set an appt today!  
Call 855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care of. Call 1-844-
491-2884    (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value 
Guaranteed. Free Estimate and 
Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
We’ll Buy Your Used Vehicles 
from 2002 or Newer Models! Call 
1-855-444-3811, accept the offer, 
schedule pickup time, get paid 
in 24 hours or less. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Relief 
1-888-508-6305. (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. Call 
the Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)  (Cal-SCAN

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
------------------------------------------------
Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabet-
ic supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call now! 
1-855-702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
ATTENTION:  OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 1-844-359-3976  (CalSCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Dental 
Insurance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807.          (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for [350 ] 
procedures. Call 1-866-322-7610 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/
canews (6118-0219)  (Cal-SCAN)

Will juice in your home for you. 
Have juicer will travel. Used 
juicers wanted. 916 370-0858
--------------------------------------------------
HARRIS DIATOMACEOUS 
EARTH FOOD GRADE 100%. 
OMRI Listed. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com (Cal-SCAN)
--------------------------------------------------
KILL BED BUGS! Buy 
Harris Sprays, Traps, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. DETECT, 
KILL, PREVENT Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start 
Here – Get trained as FAA 
certifi ed Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualifi ed 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
877-205-4138.   (Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfi led tax 
returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-970-2032.   (Cal-SCAN)

I do garage and house organiz-
ing, cleaning, and de-cluttering.
Pruning and weeding. I will juice fruit 
and vegetable juices in your home. 
I do respite home health work- 
References, College grad, secu-
rity and Health background. Tim, 
916-370-0858. (MPG 12-31-19) 

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com 
Call 818 248-0000 Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Freon Wanted: We pay 
CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certifi ed Professionals. 
Call 312-586-9371 or vi-
sist RefrigerantFinders.
com (Cal-SCAN)

Health & Medical

Announcement

Cable/Satellite TV 

Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous

Local Classified

Insurance/Health

Got News ??

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916 773-1111

Financial Services

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 35 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

916 773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

Sell Your 
Stuff !
Reach 

1000’s of 
Readers 
Every 
Week!

CALL

Classifi ed 
Advertising

916-773-1111

Land For Sale
36 ACRE SELF SUFFICIENCY HOMESTEAD - $162 MONTH - 
Outstanding buy on quiet - secluded off  grid northern Arizona homestead 
at cool clear 6,000’ elev. Entirely useable grassy meadowland with 
sweeping views of surrounding red rock ridges. Situated within 
a secluded valley location surrounded by thousands of acres of 
uninhabited wilderness. Bordered by 1,280 acres of uninhabited State 
Trust land. Free well water access, rich loam garden soil, and ideal year 
round climate. No urban noise and dark sky nights. Zoned for livestock. 
Camping and RV use ok. Maintained road access.  On special at 
$17,900, $1,790 dn. with no qualifying seller fi nancing. Free brochure 
with similar property descriptions, photos/terrain maps/ weather data/ 
nearby pioneer town info. 1st United Realty 1-800-966-6690.  (Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health

Salad Cosmo seeks in Dixon, 
CA: Horticultural Production 
Manager. Dvlp & dsgn a cultvtn 
method to prdce tomatoes. Req: 
BS in Hortctl Sci or rel + 7 yrs exp 
in plant cultvtn, field + greenhs 
mgt & vrty tests. Job ID: ATN001. 
To Apply: Submit resume to re-
cruit@saladcosmo.com. Refer to 
Job ID. EOE.

Horticultural Production Mngr

CONVERSATIONSCONVERSATIONS
By Loran Hoffmann and Shirley Humphrey

Will we be glad when the Coronavirus 
pandemic has subsided. We do not know 
when this will be, but there will be a cel-
ebration when shelter in place is over.

Local restaurants are adjusting to 
not being able to serve us on site and 
are offering takeout and delivery to 
your home. Last Tuesday was Take Out 
Tuesday in California. If you missed this 
day, restaurants need us more than ever.  
It is not too late to order now. Whatever 
floats your boat - Mexican, Italian, fresh 
North Coast seafood and sushi - your 
favorite spot needs the support. If you 
can, chip in and chow down.

Dixon has a new restaurant, IM Burger, 
which is in the shopping center across 
from La Cocina so you have another 
choice. The restaurant is open from 
11 am to 7 pm daily. Phone number is 
707-693-6727.

Let’s hope social distancing in April 
may bring May existence!

News from the City of Dixon 
(Press Release)

THE 3 P’S FOR SEWER LINES 
DURING SHELTER-AT-HOME

With the Shelter-at-Home order 
extended, in an effort to keep sewer lines 
clear, the City of Dixon is asking res-
idents to be mindful of what is being 
flushed down the toilet.

In a recent presentation hosted by 
the California Water Environment 
Association and attended by Staff, we 
were reminded to, “Only flush the 3 
P’s: Pee, Poop and toilet Paper.” While 
the “flushable” wipes concern is not 
new to wastewater facilities, there is 
an increased risk to our system due to 
the current shortage of toilet paper and 
increase usage of disinfectant wipes. 
Although many so-called “disposable” or 
“flushable” items are advertised as being 
safe for flushing, in reality, they are not 
biodegradable and can cause backups in 
the system.

As a general reminder, here are com-
mon “Dos and Don’ts” for avoiding 
backups in the local sewer lines:

DO NOT flush wet/baby wipes, 
gloves, paper towels, napkins, feminine 
products, cigarettes, medicine, dental 

floss, cotton balls and swabs, cat litter 
or other trash down the toilet, even if 
they’re labeled “flushable.”

DO NOT pour grease down kitchen 
sinks or toilets. Instead, put grease in 
a sealed non-recyclable container and 
throw it out with regular garbage.

DO NOT use the sink as a toilet or the 
toilet as a garbage disposal.

DO toss dirty baby wipes, makeup and 
cleaning wipes, tampons, sanitary pads, 
etc. in the trash.

Facemask or No Facemask?
When we first became aware of the 

Coronavirus pandemic, we were told that 
we should wash our hands frequently, 
shelter in place, etc. When asked about 
wearing facemasks, folks were told by 
officials these were not necessary,

But last week, the president told us 
that facemasks were voluntary. The 
First Lady is recommending we wear 
facemasks. Now, CDC's message is 
that covering your face when you leave 
the house is a "voluntary public health 
measure" and must not replace proven 
precautions like self-quarantine at home, 
social distancing, and thoroughly wash-
ing your hands.

The CDC is the US authority on proto-
cols and protections against COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the coronavirus. In 
the CDC's words, it "recommends wear-
ing cloth face coverings in public settings 
where other social distancing measures 
are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery 
stores and pharmacies) especially in 
areas of significant community-based 
transmission."

The institute says not to seek out med-
ical or surgical-grade masks for yourself 
and to leave N95 respirator masks to 
health care workers, opting instead 
for basic cloth or fabric coverings that 
can be washed and reused. Previously, 
the agency considered homemade face 
masks a last resort in hospitals and med-
ical facilities. 

Several of our acquaintances have 
started making facemasks in their spare 
time. So, it looks like we will join the 
crowd and wear facemasks while out in 
public. H
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California Gun Rights 
Lawsuit: Part II

NRA, Along with Coalition of Gun Rights Groups, Files 
 Second Lawsuit in California to Fight Constitutional Violations 

National Rifle Association 
Press Release

FAIRFAX, VA (MPG) - The National Rifle 
Association (NRA) joined other indi-
viduals, retailers, and gun rights groups 
in filing a federal lawsuit on Tuesday 
challenging local policies and enforce-
ment practices that violate Second and 
Fourteenth Amendment rights. 

“Local governments aren’t promoting 
safety or “common sense” by targeting gun 
stores for closure; the closures only serve 
to disarm law-abiding families while crim-
inals roam free,” said NRA-ILA Executive 
Director Jason Ouimet. “Because these 
closures violate our Second Amendment 
rights when we need them most, the 
National Rifle Association continues to 
fight such infringements in court alongside 
fellow Second Amendment groups.”

This is the second lawsuit the gun rights 
coalition has filed in California after a 
number of counties deemed firearm and 
ammuntion stores, as well as indoor 
and outdoor ranges, “nonessential.” The 
gun rights groups includes the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF), the 
California Gun Rights Foundation (CGF), 
and the Firearms Policy Coalition (FPC).  
A copy of the lawsuit can be found at 
https://www.nraila.org/media/2852/2020-
3-31-ca-altman-complaint.pdf 

Individual arms applicants/purchasers 
and retailers affected by ‘stay-home’ or 
shutdown orders can report potential civil 
rights violations to  the NRA-ILA COVID-
19 https://www.nraila.org/coronavirus  

Information on other gun rights groups:
Second Amendment Foundation 

(www.saf.org) is the nation’s oldest and 
largest tax-exempt education, research, 
publishing, and legal action group focus-
ing on the Constitutional right and heritage 
to privately own and possess firearms. 
Founded in 1974, The Foundation has 
grown to more than 650,000 members and 
supporters and conducts many programs 
designed to better inform the public about 
the consequences of gun control.

 California Gun Rights Foundation 
(www.cagunrights.org) is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization that serves its members, 
supporters, and the public through edu-
cational, cultural, and judicial efforts to 
advance Second Amendment and related 
civil rights.

 Firearms Policy Coalition (www.fire-
armspolicy.org) is a 501(c)4 grassroots 
nonprofit organization. FPC’s mission is to 
protect and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, especially the fundamen-
tal, individual Second Amendment right 
to keep and bear arms, advance individual 
liberty, and restore freedom.

Established in 1871, the National 
Rifle Association is America’s old-
est  civi l  r ights and sportsmen’s 
group. More than five million mem-
bers strong, NRA continues its mission 
to uphold Second Amendment rights 
and is the leader in firearm education 
and training for law-abiding gun own-
ers, law enforcement and the military. 
Visit http://nra.org.  H

By Rev. James L. Snyder

During the past week, the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage and Yours Truly 
have been spending quite a 
bit of time together. I can-
not recall any time that we 
have spent this much time 
together.

The exception would be 
when we first got married. 
Even then, both of us worked 
during the day and were 
going to a Bible Institute 
at night. Occasionally our 
schedule collided, but rarely.

It was not long before the 
babies came knocking on 
our door, and we graciously 
invited them in. From then 
on, time alone was a thing of 
the past.

Life can sometimes get so 
busy we forget the important 
things. My wife and I were 
thinking about this, this past 
week. If I live until August, 
my wife and celebrates our 
49th wedding anniversary. 
How quickly time flies! My 
only problem is, will I have 
enough energy to celebrate it 
then?

Why is it that the older you 
get, the faster time goes, and 
the less energy you have to 
keep up?

This week the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
and I had some time to spend 
together. Everything seemed 
to shut down, and we had no 

appointments that we had to 
get to.

Usually, our conversations 
revolve around church work 
and what needs to be done 
and how we are going to do 
it.

Since nothing is going on, 
we had an excellent opportu-
nity to spend time together 
talking about things not 
involving work. That is quite 
a rarity.

We were talking about 
things that happened years 
ago, things I had forgotten.

“Do you,” my wife said, 
“remember…”

Then she tells a story about 
something that happened 
decades ago. To be honest, I 
did not remember several of 
the stories she was talking 
about. I smiled and shook my 
head because she is proba-
bly right, and I probably have 
forgotten something.

This staying at home really 
does have some good bene-
fits to it. I did not really figure 
it out until just the other day 
when we were having lunch 
together.

Many times our schedule is 
so busy that we have to grab 
a bite here and a bite there. 
Now that we are at home all 
day, there are some benefits.

I was doing some reading 
leading up to lunchtime, not 
thinking about lunch at all. 
Then the table was set and 
lunch was prepared. I had 

forgotten what a marvelous 
cook she was.

Then there it was on my 
plate several homemade 
meatballs surrounded by a 
pile of homemade Mac & 
Cheese. The meatballs were 
exactly the way I like them, 
and what can I say about the 
Mac & Cheese?

Everything smelled so 
delicious and looked so won-
derful, I almost forgot to pray 
for the meal.

When I finished my third 
serving, I leaned back in my 
chair and just smiled.

“You know, my dear,” I 
said with the biggest smile I 
have ever had, “we should eat 
at home more often. You sim-
ply outdid yourself today.”

I thought about what 
the apostle Paul said once, 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God” (1 
Corinthians 10:31).

The value of any relation-
ship is determined by the 
amount I am willing to invest 
in it.

Dr. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, PO Box 
831313, Ocala, FL 34483. 
He lives with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage in 
Silver Springs Shores. Call 
him at 1-866-552-2543 or 
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.
net. Web site is www.james-
snyderministries.com.  H

Time Alone Is Time Invested
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • COFFEE AND TEA
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Bookie’s number
5. Parents org.
8. Slang for microwave
11. Time distortion
12. One with biggest share?
13. Like a case of appendici-
tis, possibly
15. Decanter
16. Knowing about
17. Mister in Madrid
18. *Usually served on ice, 
2 words
20. Barber’s sound
21. Accepted truth
22. Took a load off
23. Artist’s office
26. Excites passions, 2 words
30. Comic book cry of horror
31. Rude or sarcastic
34. Chips, perhaps
35. Roleplay
37. Chinese “way”
38. Ice floaters
39. 100 centavos
40. Merry
42. Table scrap
43. Breastbone
45. *Double shot of espresso
47. Feather’s partner
48. Not here
50. Nickname for Putin?
52. *Revolutionary event
55. *”Tea is the only simple 
pleasure left to us,” he wrote
56. Research facil.
57. Typically used in the 
fairway
59. Goodbye to amiga
60. Plenty
61. Why not
62. *Black tea, in China
63. Bard’s “before”
64. Pay close attention

DOWN
1. Be in the red
2. Crows’ cousins
3. Actress Barrymore
4. More like rumors

5. ‘70s Ford model
6. Native American emblem
7. Dwarf buffalo
8. Pueblo tribesman
9. On top
10. For each
12. Cosmetic cabinet staple
13. Allegro ____ in music, Italian
14. *____ Perk from “Friends”
19. Exit plus s
22. Eye infection
23. Oozes
24. Article of faith
25. Romanov’s edict
26. *A ____ of tea, in U.K.
27. Prowl around
28. Embryo cradles
29. Green pasta sauce
32. One on the list
33. Faux one
36. *Equal parts espresso and warm 
milk
38. Fauna’s partner
40. Hudson’s Bay Company original 
ware
41. Experts
44. Nose channels
46. Kick the bucket

48. Between countertenor and 
baritone
49. Make this, not waste
50. Affected by the moon
51. Went down a slippery slope
52. Kitchen flooring choice
53. Tried follower
54. Bygone era
55. *The Revolutionary one followed 
#52 Across
58. The Simpsons’s neighbor

Crossword Puzzle Solutions on Page 9

Solutions on Page 9

WEEKLY COMICS
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Mother
of the Year

2020

Enter your mother or any other Dixon mom who you believe exempli�es the �nest 
qualities of motherhood, including helping children develop character especially by 
example, promoting family values, meeting both daily and extraordinary challenges 
of family life, showing charity towards others, and helping to improve the 
community through personal action.

6th Grade and under             7th to 9th Grade             10th Grade to adults

Essays should be no more than 500 words and should be accompanied by a recent family 
photo for publication when the award is announced. Fill the complete form, and check one or 
more categories if needed.

MAIL THIS FORM, RECENT FAMILY PHOTO, AND ESSAY TO:

Mother of the Year and two �nalists will ride in the
Dixon May Parade on Saturday, May 9, and receive �oral gifts.

Entry DEADLINE IS 5 pm, Friday, May 1, 2020.

DIXON KIWANIS CLUB
P.O. Box 1602 •  Dixon, CA 95620

Or drop off at Travis Credit Union, 1470 Ary Lane, Dixon

MOM’S NAME AGE

ADDRESS

, DIXON, CA 95620

MOM’S PHONE NUMBER

(            )             -  
NOMINATOR’S PHONE NUMBER

(            )             -  

NOMINATOR’S NAME AND AGE (YOURSELF)

POSTPONED CENTRAL AUTO PARTSCENTRAL AUTO PARTS
Your Local NAPA Dealer

For All Your Automotive Needs

1205 N. First Street, Dixon
707-678-2309
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REDUCE
THE RISK
of Becoming Infected with the West Nile Virus

A number of types of sources found within residential neighborhoods are 
capable of producing enough adult mosquitoes to bother not only the residents 
of one home but a number of homes in the area. These mosquitoes are also 
capable of transmitting West Nile virus! Water left standing for seven to ten days 
can produce mosquitoes during warmer weather. There are a number of simple 
precautions that can be taken to prevent this from happening...

WHAT TO DO...TYPE OF SOURCE

Leaking faucets and broken pipes:

Water under buildings:

Roof gutters:

Septic tanks:

Impounded water:

Flower pots:

Swimming pools & Hot tubs:

Wading pools:

Swimming pool covers:

Ornamental ponds:

Bird baths:

Lawns:

Tree holes:

Water troughs:

Boats:

Containers:

Repair or replace defective parts immediately.

Install sump pump and provide drainage if possible.

Maintain roof gutters and down spouts clear of debris.

Seal and cover all openings and screen vents.

Fill if possible or provide adequate drainage.

Drain-off excess water or invert if not in use.

Use filter and skimmer daily to remove egg rafts and 
larvae. Chlorine will not kill mosquito larvae. Provide 
drainage for filter and sump pumps. When not in use, 
cover tightly.

Change water weekly. When not in use turn upside 
down.

Tighten cover to prevent sagging.

Stock with mosquito fish and remove excess vegetation 
such as leaves, and thin pond lilies occasionally.  
Maintain even water level. Screen inlet on recirculation 
pump. When cleaning pond, transfer to glass bowl - 
chlorine kills fish. If pond is no longer desired, make 
holes in bottom and fill with dirt or sand.

Change water frequently, preferably every 2-3 days

Avoid over watering.

Fill with a polymer such as Soil Moist or Broadleaf 
P4 granules which absorb water - can last for years, 
available at garden supply stores, sand or dirt, drain if 
possible - when in doubt, call a tree surgeon.

Change water weekly or stock with mosquito fish.

Use a water tight cover or store upside down.

Dispose of all unused containers that can collect 
rain or irrigation water such as tin cans, jars, barrels, 
buckets, old tires and tubs. Gardening containers such 
as vases and buckets should be stored upside down. 

Solano County Mosquito Abatement District
707.437.1116

solanomosquito.com

Reader Alert: Tuesday 
March 17, 2020 all local 
Social Security offices 
nationwide were closed to 
in-person visits and have 
asked those who need 
assistance to call your local 
Social Security office or 
Social Security’s 800 num-
ber at 1/800-772-1213 
for assistance by phone. 
There is not a specified 
reopen date for local Social 
Security offices currently.

Toni:
I worked for a major oil 

service company in Fort 
Bend County and recently I 
was part of the oil industry 
and Coronavirus lay-offs. 
I turned 65 last June and 
enrolled in Medicare Part 
A and delayed Part B since 
I was “still working.”

HR said nothing regard-
ing how I should enroll in 
Medicare’s Part B. I’ve 
been told from friends that 
there is a Part B penalty 
and really want to avoid 
that disaster. Please advise 
what the Medicare Part B 
enrollment forms I will 
need ~ Mike from Tulsa, 
OK

Mike:
The Toni Says Medicare 

office has been receiv-
ing calls by concerned 
Americans on how to enroll 
in Medicare if one is past 65 
and lost their job or want to 

be prepared because they 
may lose their job because 
of what is happening due to 
the Coronavirus lockdown, 
crashing oil prices and seri-
ous falling stock market.

Those past 65 and 90 
days should know what 
paperwork they should 
have in their desk drawer 
or briefcase, just in case 
they get laid off and take to 
their HR or upper manage-
ment and have these forms 
signed for yourself and 
also your spouse if they are 
also on your company ben-
efits before you leave out 
the door. If one has already 
been laid off, then this is the 
process to keep from receiv-
ing the famous “Medicare 
Part B penalty” for both you 
and your spouse.

The process to enroll in 
Part B past 65 whether 
laid off or retiring is the 
same:

There are 2 forms Social 
Security will need and on 
the top of each form hand 
write in bold italics let-
ters is Special Enrollment 
Period  for the Social 
Security agent that is pro-
cessing them to know 
that you are signing up at 
the right time and keep 
from giving you a pen-
alty. You are applying for 
a SEP (Special Enrollment 
Period). (These forms are 
also available at the Toni 
Says office by emailing 
info@tonisays.com or call-
ing 832/519-8664.)
1) Form #1  Request 

f o r  E m p l o y m e n t 
Information (CMS-
L564) for proof of group 
health care coverage 
based on current employ-
ment. This information 

is needed to process 
your Medicare enroll-
ment application. If you 
have had 2 or more jobs 
since turning 65, then 
each company will have 
to sign this form. Be sure 
to have forms signed for 
both you and your cov-
ered spouse.

2) Form #2 Application 
for Enrol lment in 
Medicare Part B (CMS-
40B): t Social Security 
fills out this form.
Social Security has 

closed all local offices and 
to process these forms prop-
erly, you will want to call 
your local office or Social 
Security 800# at 1/800-772-
1213 and discuss turning in 
these forms directly to the 
Social Security office. When 
mailing forms directly, then 
please make copies, mail 
priority or next day with 
signature requested.

**When applying for 
Medicare if your yearly 
income for an individ-
ual was over $87,000 or 
married is over $174,000; 
your Parts B and D premi-
ums will be more, and you 
can appeal your additional 
Medicare Part B and D pre-
miums by filing CMS form 
SSA-44 “Medicare Income-
Related Monthly Adjustment 
Amount-Life -Changing 
Event” if you income has 
lowered one range due to 
a specific life-changing 
event.** 

Toni King, author of the 
Medicare Survival Guide® 
is giving a $5 discount on the 
Medicare Survival Guide® 
Advanced book at www.toni-
says.com. Have a Medicare 
question? Email Toni at 
info@tonisays.com. H

Enroll in Medicare Past 65 and Losing Your 
JobDuring Current Hard-Economic Times


